01/19/2005 W 14:49 FAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 



1004/015 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS (IF ANY) 

The status of the claims, including any amendments, is shown as 
follows. 

5 

1 (Currently Amended) A trade finjance automation system, comprising: 
an accounts receivable database receiving and storing invoices issued 

by one or more prescribed vendors for sales made to specified buyers; 

a credit limits database containing various credit limits applicable to 
1 0 buyers' accounts receivables that are subject to existing third party financing, 

the credit limits dictated by factors including terms of said third party financing; 

a credit limits tester performing substantially real time checking of 
buyers' invoices In the accounts receivable database to ensure compliance 
1 5 with the credit limits set forth in the credit limits database for said buyers. 

u croe ffl lim i t - 7 ri n tn^"™ prmrfrUnn- rnrt n in aooountc ro rn iwn hl p 

ftwnolng limit information r rh tcd to a partioula i uio qualified h u y o r o f n 

monufaoturori trader, or exporter; 

3 n in . ;nir r ^try ry rtr m th i t nrrn oooo tho crodit l imits database 

20 .i hU f l agc an Individua l Invoi co t n f.ald part icn hr pro q ualified buyer r rn rling 
to credit li miL mv* ^^imf r orni vab l o finan ci ng l i mits inf o rmation; and 

3 n n~ ^ Hntnhn nn en nn or tod - to r o c e iv e ^oid i ndivid ual 

i nvoice; 

w h urcin, if nn iH im l ^i- l 1 - 1 irt1 ' n i ™ in thn ™countc roc n ivablo databa se 
25 ffleete^^e^sritef ia and i c cold to o r fi^ood by a4i nanoial in sttutoMte 
eredft-timi to - database^ automa ti oa ll y adjusk id-lu lO f l oct an op e n n nro nnt t o 
paid particular pro qualitted - buyer. . 

2. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 . wherein the credit limits 
30 IM . .h» credit llml f ^ * > ™« "f the following typm- amount of account 
^, a hi og nnmhased. ™»riit insurance policy terms, finance agreement 

terrns^ 

pg rt v financing inc l -rt^ at least on* of the following- credit insurance, 
finannp agreements 
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wh o roin ce rtain jifr niin te * Miniw ' M o comprioo crodit jnoi i rr> i * G O - accounts; 
w h e r ein c a id cred it l im i ts compfy=^-'" r>l i^nrA po l icy limits: and 
whoro i n sa i d various cr i t e ria - comprioo said crodit insuranc e policy 
cr i toria. 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein at least some of 
tha third party financing comprises insuran ce provided by third parties, in 
whinh nase the credit limits ap plicable to accounts receivables comprises 
insurance policy limits. 

S, wherein invo i coo aro tooted to ocouro compl i anco w i th tho tormo and 
ua nd i tiono of an Inouranco pol i cy whether or nottho Invoiooo are purchacod or 
fi nanced. 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 , wherein at least some of 
15 the third party financinn comprises purchase of accounts receivables by third 

parties, in which rase the credit limits applicable to accounts receivables 
comprise amounts of said purchases. 

whef c i n - oaid cr o dit l i mits compr i oo lim i ts dofinod by - financing 
agroem e nto with financia l institut i ons ; and 
20 whern i n mM "* ™tnrin nnmprino criteria d o f i nod by said finan c in g 

agrocments. 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1 , the vendors being of at 
tog*! ona of the follow ing h/oes: manufacturers, exporters, traders. 

25 whoro i n said invo l oo data ontry system inputs, oorto, and processes data 
u ru v ido d in vori o m f n rmntn ™m HtH i nt n n ftvetom format; an d 

w he r ei n nni rl i nvi^ - |nH H ' lfn ™ tr Y r.yr.tom opt i onal l y ortracts sa i d 
data from a data source. 



30 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , the credit INte database 
mnfig nrftri to repeatedly update t he credit limits to according to new 
information from the third parties financiers. 
wh e r e in ? 
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t he c r n riit l im i tn rtntnhT" "~ ' ' pH.ntn . ri with i nformat i on providod by -a 
uu U i li nc u r jn rn unrlr rwr it T -"-^r - hy . n nnmmitmnnt to finance sai d 
p articular pr o qual i f i ed buyer by coid financia l institut i on 

5 7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , further comprising: 
a filter to ar-ness the accounts rep ayable datahase and identify 
im/nir^s meeting pr edetermined criteria as to eligibility of the i nvoices for 
participation in future third party financing. 

j filt e r for p rovi di ng - ■ ™inrtinn nf whitrh of anv individu al invoic e s 
10 pr o to be t h e G uhjr^ " f n rn l r> nrfin n nring to -s aid f i nanc i al institution. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a reports generator to provide reports of at least one of the following 
types: for provid ing rTi rfif "' hr i"f"rmnti n n regarding anv information c tor e a 
15 in the account s r - eeoivablo databas e* 

invoice aging report, invoice past due report, invoice activity 
report, invoices sold report, remittance history report, remittance detail 
report, borrowing base report, exporter credit limits report, country 
credit limits report, buyer credit limits report, policy premium report. 

20 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a payment/credit utility performing substantially real time updating of 
the credit limits database and accounts receivable database responsive to 
notification of activities including the following: collections from the specified 
25 buyers upon stored invoices, remittances made to financing entities upon 
stored invoices, third party financing of any previously un-financed invoices. 

j p jy m r nt r r nn l nrrdi*- " t ; iit V ™nnnrtnri to the accountc roco i vablo 
Jj Uu jco and th n rrrrl i t limiVr H^h^n for providing a co ll ect i on record and 
■ om i tt a nce to ^nid finnn™ ' inr-tHi itinn "'h o n o ur a payment iff re r e wee^frem 
30 s aid particular pre qualifie d h uyorforoaid individua l invoico in the accounts 
receivabl e database. 



5 
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1 o. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 . the credit limits tester 
includes at least one o f the following: 

a buver-limit tester to determine a total amo unt of all third party 
financing of accounts receiv able of a specified buyer; 
5 a country-limit tester to determine a to tal amount of all third party 

financing of accounts receivables for b uyers of a specified country; 

a policv-lirnit tester to check a tota l amount of third party financing 
issued bv a spec ified third party financier: 

a shin-date tester to verify that shipping date of an invoice falls within 
10 terms of a sneclfied thir d party financing arrangement; 

a payment-terms tester to determine a maximu m permitted number of 
open account davs a give n invoice date; 

a past-due tester to determine whether a nv of the following is 
ovregried for a oiv »n third party financing arrangement past due date, 

15 amount. 
whoroin: 

the or cdi t limit c d ntnhnnn r r nn hr m" ; "*-iinnrLnt.nn Internet oorvor o i to 
w h i ch i c rc m o t o from nnid mfi" lrf -^" mr , ^™ ™ mmortor an d thnt It 
aoooocod via tho Intornot w i th o browoor. 

20 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein: 

at least one of the following com ponents are implemented at an 

intom^-aragssible s flrv«r site physically remote from the third party 
25 financiers: th* accounts rec eivable database, the credit limits database, the 

credit limits teste r the pavment/credit utility. 

th o inv o l c o d r > t n rntry hn mnintainod at on Intornot oorver 

cite which r?m"+" frnm rniri mnnufacturor. trader, or oxportor and that is 

a c cessed via tho Intornot with a brows e r 



30 



1 2. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 , wherein: 

the credit limits database is constructed from data including financing 
terms supplied by third party financiers. 



6 
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ti roo ooounto r o coivablo databa s e - can b e ma i ntained at on Internet 
cc rvcr cit o w h i ch r "- . m nfn fmm ni ri manufactur o r, trader, or oxportor and 
that io oocosocd via tho Intornot w i th a browser. 



5 1 3. (Currently Amended) The systern of claim 1 . further comprising: 
a vendor-huver database contain ing specified types of information 

ahout the vendors and buyers; 

an add/update module to supplem ent entry of new invoices with 
applic able information from the vendor-hi lyar database. 
10 whore i n: 

t he c r ed it limrh 'intT^™ «™ rinta ontrv ovotom. and tho 

j u.u u n.t- rcco h mhl n rtn t n h nT-' — h " mninti i nnri at an Intornot oor/or site 
w hich lo romoto fr o m said manufacturor, trodor t or exporter and that l e 
accoccod via tho I ntomet with a browser. 

15 

14. (Currently Amended) A client/server multi-user trade finance system 
for assisting vendors manufacturers, trador c , and oxportoro in providing key 
trade finance information to fir^nra intermediaries cred i t i ncuranco 
aretefwritere- , inDuranc^roltoro. and financ i al i nstitutions that have extended 
20 accounts receivable financing, comprising: 

a vsndor-buver manufacturer/ trarier/exporter and buyer information 
database, a credit limits information database, an accounts receivable 
payments and adjustments input system, an eligible invoice filter, a 
remittances manager, and a report generator; 
25 wherein one or more com p onents of the trade finance system are 

pmg rammed to perform op erations comprising: 

r^ pnnftive to one of the vendors e ntering an accounts 
receivable financing arr a nnement with a finance intermediary, 
prnvidina real-time rule- ^ h^kinn of invoices according to 
30 predetermined n.les pertaining , to at least one of the following: 

fir^nfiip g specific limits, buver li mits, country limits; 



7 
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raft pnnsive to collections being receive d, freeing credit capacity 
for particular policies, buyers, and destina tion countries; 

transmitting representative remittan ces to said financial 
entities. 

5 w horo ln. aftor a mnni i fr i r* ■mr»mrfnrtavpnrtnr prmrranaoc a crod i t 

i n- urjn co p ol icy wi f h « tnnnmnnn undorwritor and/or financing 
jiung omcn t with o finnnftlffll irr™"""". flmn r o cvctom providoo 
realtime rule chocking of Invoicoo accord i ng to po l icy/ f i nanc i ng ogroomont, 
buyer, nnd dn nt i nnt i nn nmintry li™ 8 **, ™ H ™ nniinottanc aro rocoivod credit 

10 capooity ic frood up for particular po l ioios, buyors> ond dootlnatlon oountrioc. 
R omitt j ncco am immrrlint"'y ^ ntt " ^iri fimn rin l in^tit u t io n- 

1 5. (Cu rrently Amended) An Internet-based trade finance automation 
system, comprising: 

15 an Internet server based on a database engine with a plurality of stored 

procedures and a data repository; 

a credit-limits database included in said data repository for providing 
certain accounts receivable financing limit information related to a particular 
pre-qualified buyer of a vendor; manufacturer, trader, or oxport o n 

20 an invoice data entry system included as one of said stored procedures 

and that accesses the credit-limits database and flags an individual invoice to 
said particular pre-quallfied buyer according to said accounts receivable 
financing limit information; and 

an accounts receivable database included in said data repository 

25 connected to receive said individual invoice; 

wherein, if said individual invoice in the accounts receivable database 
meets the credit insurance policy/financing agreement criteria and is sold to or 
financed by a financial institution, the credit-limits database is automatically 
adjusted to reflect an open account to said particular pre-qualified buyer. 



30 



16. (Currently Amended) A trade fina n ce automation process, comprising: 



8 
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operating an accounts receivable database to receive and store 
inx/ntr.ft ft issued bv one or more prescrib ed vendors for sales made to 

s pecified buyers; 

maintaining a credit limits database containi ng various credit limits 
5 applicable to huvers' accounts receiva bles that are subject to existing third 
part y financing, the credit limits dictated by factors including terms of said third 
party financing: 

performing substantially real time checking of b uvers' invoices in the 
Amo unts receivable database t o ensure compliance with the credit limits set 

10 forth in the credit limits database for said buvers. 

Tho c ycto m o f rrl n im 1 ^. wh rt ™'" - et> rnmrnnni r gtes-with a c e ntra l iz e d 

sefvep-ov cfran Intomot conne c tio n and uses a combination of HTML, brow se r - 
r oei don t pr o g ra m- u-rin g ^' nY ftf *"' n nnmimnnt. Jnva. or aimi l ar technic a l 
p l a tformc and o tand a l ono utilitioc that arc i nstalled on tho uoor-Q PC oo now 

16 y orcionr o f an intnrfnT" r m 1 nm rnn ftutomat i oallv down l oa d ed from the 
CO ntrali zcd C O rror ftVftr —* M lntornnt finnnnntion- 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16- wherein the credit limits 
inH, .h« nrerlit limits of at least one of the following types: amount of account 
20 receivables purchased, credit insuranc e policy terms finance agreement 
terms. 

Th o cyctc m o f c ln im whrnip -» Hnt-ihnnR ringing i c inotallod on a ucor's PC 
jnd J ce nt r a l jo rmr tnnh i i~r - m p n-Hnry nnd an I ntern e t conn o cttofh 
ju d cl i e nt da t a c a n hn upl"n*" H * n th " ™ntmi nnrvnr and thoroaftor pacc nrl- ta 
25 financ i al inot i tutions and underwriters. 



18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16. where in at least some 
n f th* third party financing comprises at least one of the follow ing: 

insurance provided bv third parties, i n which case the credit limits. 
30 applicable to accounts receivables co mprises insurance policy limits, 

purchase of accounts receivable s b y third p arties, in which case the 
credit limits applic«hle to accounts receiva bles comprise amounts of said 
purchases. 



1 
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Tfre-sy stom of claim I S rwho r c. n a pr i mary Wob l ocation - is con n e ct ed t o ^ f fi-H- 
back Goco B dary locotion^ k-J- a point to point connection c o - d a t a 
^y n u h io nizatlon can hn r nnsftMBy - provid o d. an c Riwcb otto availabil i ty 
monitor allows adjuotm o nt o f m u t i ng t nhln f> r» s hu okitcd with a prim ar y 
5 logon w o b - sttc proaonco, and a primary w o b c o r vor roopondc to n l iont logees 
and d irec t? traffi c i » fc« aotion3 w i th ono of severa l pr i mary c l ie nt s e r v e rs 
616 61 S physically l ocated nearby, 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16. further comprising; 
10 accession the account s receivable database and identifying invoices 

— «„ n pne^ Atemrined c r iteria as to eligibility of the invoices for participation 
jp future third party financing. 

T tw+y Ou m of c l aim 1 B . furthor whor o in a fal l back logon wob cite prooon ff n fr 
phyciC3 l ly- finT" H ' rf nri » ^ .- gft w ora l- fal l booK oo voro, and oaid point to point 
15 ^nn c ction allo w o - tho primory logon wob cit o p roGonoo to d i roc ti y - flww sa^e 
fa l lback covoro. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

qo n^tinr. report* of «t least one of the following types: invoice aging 
20 r- port. invoice of«* Hue report, i n v o i ce activity report , invoices sold report, 
— « g n^ history report, omittance detail report, borrowing base report l 
~- r ^ r ^Hit limits repo rt ™,.ntrv credit limits report, buyer credit limits 
report , policy pr ftmjum report. 

Ti m t ytlu m of rh im 10 fl i r*""" """Mn t n nn int connect io n Ul n w* 

Ll iu U l bj clr Inqn n wnh nr > " p™™"™ tr> Hirn rtl " nn oocc tho Primary rl iftH* 



25 



covore. 



21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, further comprising: 

Performing substantially real time u prising of the credit limits database 
30 a nH counts re c°i»*Ne database responsive to notification of activities 
in»i,.rtinn the folln^inn: collectio n * fmm the specified buyers upon sto red 
invoices, remittances made t o financing entities upon stored invoices, third 
P^n y finanninn of anv previously un-financed invoices. 1 ' 
Ti m Ly-lum n f rlni m m fitr**" 1 - r-r.nnpri.-inn- 

10 
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3 f allbon h w »h ™ » niMhi l ity mnnitorthat ol l owo an adjuotmont of 
mu l i ng H blc o q ~ o r tint nrl with ft™ *>»hiHr mgnn wnb oito presence 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, the credit limits tester 
5 includes at least one of the following: 

a buyer-limit tester to determine a total amount of all third party 
financing of accounts receivable of a specified buyer; 

a country-limit tester to determine a total amount of all third party 
financing of accounts receivables for buyers of a specified country; 
10 a policy-limit tester to check a total amount of third party financing 

issued by a specified third party financier, 

a ship-date tester to verify that shipping date of an invoice falls within 
terms of a specified third party financing arrangement; 

a payment-terms tester to determine a maximum permitted number of 
15 open account days a given invoice date; 

a past-due tester to determine whether any of the following is 
exceeded for a given third party financing arrangement: past due date, 
amount. 

Tho c yot o m o f rtnlrr on lllhnr " ln nr "■"V " "'rnnrv oorvor bocomefi * 
20 unavaibb l o, c l ients aro automat icn l l y^diroct od t u a . notch i n g h nrhip f tn rvf r 
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